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Dansk essay

Den hvide fugl

Som et meegtigt andedrag bevaeger havet sig
frem og tilbage ved klippens fod. De hvide
fugle fylder himlen, og spredt ud over klip-
pens stejle side sidder de side om side.

Jeg er imponeret over disse fugle. I dag er der
sol og bla himmel. Havets belger er som et
behageligt suk. I dette smukke vejr besoger
vi Bulbjerg Knude, men de hvide fugle er her
0gsa, nar stormene raser. Hele degn hvor ha-
vet stojende og fradende slikker om foden pa
kalkklippen, mens sandet fyger ind i gjnene
og i fjerdragten.

Selv pa sadanne dage kan vi se de hvide fugle
fouragere ude pa havet for at skaffe livsned-
vendig mad til ungerne i rederne pa klippen.
Rederne er usle boliger for de sultne unger.
Tidens evolution har givet ungerne en bagud
vendt ta, sa de kan holde sig fast i klippens
sten og grus selv i de verste storme. Ungerne
sidder her ogsé ubeskyttet, nar solen braen-
der fra en skyfri himmel.

Fuglene deroppe skriger og skreepper dagen
lang. Den hvide fugl, som mennesket har gi-
vet navnet ride, er en social fugl. De har altid
artsfeeller teet pa sig. Ikke blot ved rederne

og hvilepladserne pa klippen, men ogsé nér
de ubesveret glider hen over fradende bel-
ger ude pa det oprerte hav. Fuglene er ogsa
sociale over for os mennesker. De lader os
komme teet pd. Jeg far fornemmelsen af, at de
ikke enser os staende hernede pa stranden.

Deroppe sidder de hvide fugle og venter pa
deres mage. Jeg kommer til at teenke pa bil-
ledet af fiskerkonen ved vinduet i det lille fi-
skerhus. Hun venter aengsteligt pa, at hendes
mands lille kutter kommer til syne derude
pé det oprerte hav. De hvide fugle venter pa
samme made pa deres mage: Kommer han
tilbage og har han mad til de urolige unger?
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English essay

The white bird

At the foot of the cliff, the sea moves back
and forth like a mighty breath. The white
birds fill the sky and spread out over the
steep side of the cliff, they sit side by side.

I am impressed with these birds. Today the
sun is shining, and the sky is blue. The ocean
waves are like a pleasant deep sigh. Under
these circumstances we visit the cliff, Bul-
bjerg Knude, but the white birds are also at
this place, when the storms rage. At all hours
of the day and night when the sea is noisy
and licking the foot on the limestone clift,
while the sand flows into the eyes and into
the coat of feathers.

Even on such days we out at sea can see the
white birds foraging to provide vital food for
the cubs in the nests on the cliff. The nests
are lousy homes for the hungry young birds.
The evolution of time has given the cubs a
backward-turned toe so they can stick to the
rock and gravel even in the worst storms. The
young birds also sit here unprotected when
the sun burns from a cloudless sky.

The birds up there scream and chatter all day
long. The white bird, which man has given
the name kittiwake, is a social bird. Always,
they have fellow species close to them. Not
only at the nests and the resting places on
the cliff, but also when they effortlessly glide
across foaming waves out on the rough sea.
The birds are also social towards us humans.
They let us get close. I get the feeling, that
they do not care about us standing down
here on the beach.

Up there, the white birds are waiting for their
mate. I recall the painting of the fisherman’s
wife sitting by the window in the small fish-
erman’s house. Anxiously she waits for her
husband’s little cutter to appear out there on
the rough sea. Likewise, the white birds wait
for their mate: Does he come back, and does
he have food for the restless young birds?



Fakta

Rjden er en lille mage. Ungerne har en lille halv ring
foran gjet samt en grasort greplet. Nakken er gra.

Reden bygges pa afsatser pa klinter og klippeveegge.
Fuglene fortraekker klipper, der gar stejl ned i havet.
De behgver kun et mindre fremspring, en revne eller
et hul for at skabe en rede, der bygges af tang, mos og
graes og lignende. Disse materialer klistres sammen
med jord og ekskrementer, sa der dannes en mindre
rede skal.

Reden er meget primitiv, og fuglene gor intet for at
undga ekskrementer pa og ved siden af rederne.

Riden finder deres fode ofte langt ude pa havet. De
fouragerer i sma flokke. Foden er fiskearterne lodde og
sild, men de ader ogsa krebsdyr og bleddyr.

Oprindeligt ynglede riden ude pa Skarreklit, men den-
ne klippe styrtede i havet, og sa flyttede riderne ind pa
selve Bulbjerg Knude. I dag er kun foden af Skarreklit
synlig i havet ud for Bulbjerg Knude.

Facts

The kittiwake is a small seagull. The young birds have
a small half ring in front of the eye as well as a grey-
black earpiece. The neck is grey.

The nest is built on ledges on cliffs walls. The birds
prefer cliffs that go steep into the sea. They only need a
small rock ledge, a crack or a hole to create a nest built
of seaweed, moss and grass and the like. These materi-
als are pasted together with soil and droppings to form
a smaller nest bowl.

The nest is very primitive, and the birds do nothing to
avoid droppings on and next to the nests.

Often, the kittiwake finds their food far out at sea.
They forage in small flocks. The food is the fish species
capelin and herring, but they also eat crustaceans and
molluscs.

Originally the kittiwake made their nests out on Skar-
reklit, but this rock crashed into the sea, and then the
kittiwakes moved onto the Bulbjerg Knude. Today,
only the foot of Skarreklit is visible in the sea off Bulb-
jerg Knude.
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