AT LYTTE TIL SKOVEN
LISTENING TO THE FOREST
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Dansk essay

At lytte til skoven

Ieg beveeger mig dybest ind i skoven. Her
star treeerne teet. Skovbunden er fyldt med
nedfaldne grene. Overalt er der sma opti-
mistiske skud af nye smatraeer, der er pa vej
mod himlen.

Det er let at snuble her. Dadt tree er raddent
tree. Raddent tree er vadt tree. Vadt tree er glat
tree.

Lang inde finder jeg en lysning. Et stort trae
er faldet til jorden, og de neermeste traeer har
endnu ikke erobret den abning, der er skabt,
hvor kronen af det faldne tree fyldte op for
ganske nyligt.

Jeg seetter mig pa hug og feler mig frem i den
gronne skovbund. Jeg fierner et par gren-
stumper, og lader mig dumpe ned. Jeg leegger
mig udstrakt pa den fugtige skovbund. Det

er som at synke ned i en ny, ukendt verden.
P& de dede grene breder svampene sig. Jeg
mener at kunne huske, at nogle af disse
svampe er i stand til at bevaege sig rundt.

Teet pa min kind er der en vissen gren. Dens
afbraekkede gren griber i en sergmodig ge-
stus op mod den himmel, som den oprinde-
ligt har vaeret sa teet pa oppe i det hoje tree.

Jeg laegger mig stille og lytter til skoven.
Lyden af vindens susen oppe i traetoppene.
Et par fugle skraepper op i neerheden. De er
ikke tilfredse med, at jeg er brudt ind i deres
territorier. Nar jeg lytter godt efter, kan jeg
hore, at det pusler omkring mig. Maske er
det biller og andre insekter? Kan man here
sommerfuglens vingeslag, hvis man lytter
godt efter?
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English essay

Listening to the forest

I am moving in the inmost depths of the for-
est. In here the trees stand close. The forest
floor is filled with fallen branches. Every-
where there are small optimistic shoots of
small new trees heading for the sky.

To stumble here is easy. Dead wood is rotten
wood. Rotten wood is wet wood. Wet wood
is slippery wood.

Deep in, I find a clearing. A large tree has

fallen to the ground, and the nearest trees

have not yet conquered the opening creat-
ed, where the crown of the fallen tree very
recently filled up.

I squat down and feel my way in the green
forest floor. I am going to remove a couple
of stubs and let myself flop down. I lie out-
stretched on the wet forest floor. It is like

sinking into a new, unfamiliar world. On the
dead branches, the fungi spread. I have been
told that some of these mushrooms can move
around.

Close to my cheek there is a dead branch. It
is broken off top grabs in a sad gesture up
towards the sky where it has earlier been
placed in the tall tree.

I lie still and listen to the forest. The sound of
the wind whistling up in the treetops. Near-
by a few birds chatter. They are not happy
because I have broken into their territories.
When I listen carefully, I can hear it potter-
ing around me. Maybe it is beetles and other
insects? Can you hear the wingbeat of the
butterfly - if you listen carefully?
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