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Dansk essay

Det mystiske moseunivers

Ude mod ost ligger mosen. Den strackker
sig helt ud til havet. I dag er den gennemvee-
vet af veje og store dele af mosen er fortsat
draenet. Men for blot fa generationer siden
var mosen et stort set ufremkommeligt sted.
Fra min landsby gik der ingen veje hen over
det ode omrade. Herude levede ulveflokke,
og lokale sagn og myter fortalte, at mosen
var et farligt sted at opholde sig i.

Bevager man sig i dag dybt ind i mosen
uden for de normale stier og veje, fir man
igen fornemmelsen af det ufremkommelige
krat og de tilsyneladende bundlese vandom-
rader.

Hgjmosen er en ded, vandmzettet torve-
masse. Nogle steder er den flere meter tyk.
Ovenpa de dode, blode lag vokser lyngen og
nogle ganske fa andre plantearter sammen

med den spagnum, der danner tervemassen.
Torvemassen er som et arkiv for tusinder

af ars efterladenskaber fra dyr, planter og
mennesker. Mange steder er kanten af mosen
bevokset med sumpskov og skove af tagror.

I dag kan tidligere tiders rastofudvinding af
spagnum og terv fortsat ses. Dybe, morke
grofter og torvegrave, der nu er fyldt med
vand, gennemkrydser de enorme mosearea-
ler. Nu er mosen fredet, og naturen erobrer
langsom det tabte terreen tilbage.

Mosen er et serligt sted mellem land og vand
— et ode landskab. Vogt dig! Nar merket
seenker sig, kan du here kronhjorten brole i
det fljerne, og du befinder dig pludselig i et
mystisk moseunivers afsondret fra det, vi
kalder vores egen virkelige verden.
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English essay

The mysterious bog universe

To the east of my village lay the bog. It
extends all the way to the sea. Today it is in-
terwoven by roads and large parts of the bog
remain drained. But just a few generations
ago, the bog was a largely impassable place.
From my village there were no roads across
this deserted area. Out here lived packs of
wolfs, and local legends and myths told that
the bog was a dangerous place to stay.

Today, if you move deep into the bog outside
the normal paths and roads, you get the feel-
ing of the impassable scrub and the appar-
ently unfathomable waters.

The raised bog is a dead, water-saturated
peat mass. In some places, it is several meters
thick. On top of the dead, soft layers, heather
and a few other plant species grow together
with the sphagnum, which forms the peat

mass. The peat mass is like an archive for
thousands of years of debris from animals,
plants and humans. In many places, the edge
of the bog is overgrown with swamp forest
and forests of reeds.

Today, the past extraction of sphagnum
and peat still is visible. Deep, dark ditches
and peat banks, now filled with water, cross
through the vast bog area. Now the bog is
preserved, and slowly the nature conquers
the lost terrain back.

The bog is a special place between land and
water — a desolate landscape. Beware! As
darkness descends, in the distance you can
hear the red deer cry, and suddenly you find
yourself in a mysterious bog universe seclud-
ed from what we call our own real world.
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