NATURBEVARELSE?
PRESERVATION OF NATURE?
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Dansk essay

Naturbevarelse?

F orhen omgav heder byer, men nu er det
menneskets by og landbrug, der omgiver det
sted, som vi kalder Heden. Ved min landsby
er heden et velafgreenset sted takket veere en
fredning af gravhejene og det omkringlig-
gende landskab.

Heden er saledes en blanding mellem egent-
lig natur, og sa noget mennesket har veret
med til at skabe og fastholde. Over de seneste
tres ar har jeg veeret med pa hedens rejse.
Den ligner sig selv, og alligevel ikke. Der sker
hele tiden naturlige processer, og mennesket
spiller ofte en aktiv rolle i forandringerne.

I dag er det via fredningen primeert det
historiske og det naturmeessige, der satter
formalet med hedens udvikling. Formalet er

at bevare béde gravhojene og stedets karakte-
ristiske hedelandskab.

Bevare er et underligt ord i den sammen-
haeng, for mennesket er meget aktiv i be-
straebelserne pa at bevare. Der gennemfores
systematiske traefaeldninger og greesning

af husdyr. Indsatserne skal "bevare’ hedens

karakteristika som et dbent landskab. Heden
ma ikke blive til et tilgroet vildnis. Heden vil

i labet af kort tid blive til skov, hvis naturen
far frit lob.

Det interessante paradoks er, at i arbejdet
med at forvalte dette stykke land gennemfo-
rer mennesket en omfattende destruktion af
natur: Store maskiner tveerer vegetationen
ud, og maskinerne danner store hjulspor.
Feeldede traeer og buske kvaernes til flis i
store maskiner. Dyreholderne satter hegn op
og flerner den vegetation, der matte komme i
vejen for deres lige linjer gennem landskabet.

Reguleringen og sikringen af det oprindelige
landskab er en omfattende destruktion af
natur. Forvaltningen af sidanne sma natur-
omrader er blevet til en industri for mange
virksomheder og beskaftigelse for mange.
Der benyttes ikke tilpassede handbarne
redskaber, men store maskiner, der danner
voldsomme spor i landskabet.

Maske skulle vi anvende et andet ord for
denne indsats end naturbevarelse?
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English essay

Preservation of nature?

I the past, the heaths surrounded towns,
but now it is the towns and the agriculture of
man that surround the place that we call the
heath. At my village, the heath is a well-de-
fined place thanks to a conservation of the
burial mounds and the surrounding land-
scape.

The heath is thus a mixture between real
nature, and then something man has helped
to create and maintain. Over the past sixty
years, I have been part of the heath’s journey.
It looks like itself, and yet it does not. Natural
processes take place all the time, and humans
often play an active role in the changes.

Today, through conservation, it is primarily
the historical and the nature that sets the
purpose for the development of the heath.
The purpose is to preserve both the burial
mounds and the characteristic heath land-
scape.

Preserve is a strange word in this context, for
man is very active in the effort to preserve.
Systematic cut down of trees and grazing of
livestock is carried through. The efforts must
‘preserve’ the characteristics of the heath as

an open landscape. The heath must not turn
into an overgrown wilderness. Within a short
time, the heath will turn into forest if nature
is allowed to develop.

The interesting paradox in the work of man-
aging this piece of land, man carries out a
comprehensive destruction of nature: large
machines crush the vegetation, and the
machines form large wheel tracks. Cut down
trees and shrubs are ground into wood chips
in large machines. The keeper of the domes-
tic animals put up fences and remove what-
ever vegetation may get in the way of their
straight lines through the landscape.

The regulation and safeguarding of the
original landscape are a comprehensive de-
struction of nature. The management of such
small natural areas has turned into an indus-
try for many enterprises and employment
for many. No adapted hand-borne tools are
used, but large machines that form violent
traces in the landscape.

Perhaps we should use a different word for
this effort than preservation?
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