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En stemme fra en fjern fortid

Ex eftermiddag i september korer
vi ud i mosen med forventningens
glaede. Det er aldrig til at vide, hvil-
ke naturoplevelser mosen byder pé
netop denne dag. Lille Vildmose er i
dag et stort fredet naturomrade, der
streekker sig over store dele af den
ostlige del af Himmerland.

Det forste vi ser, er et tranepar. De
star nogle hundrede meter fra vejen.
De elegante fugle finder mange god-
bidder nede i den vdde jord.

Tveers gennem mosen gar et par
landeveje, og ud i det store fredede
naturomrdde i den nordlige del kan
man kere af grusveje. Mange steder
holder der biler. Bilisten iagttager
noget derude et sted igennem en
kikkert. Nu er der aftensol. Land-
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skabet farves gulligt, og der dannes
lange skygger.

Vi finder en tidligere torvegrav, der
nu er fyldt med vand. Sivskoven
omkredser den tidligere torvegrav.
Om fa ar vil sivene brede sig leengere
og leengere ud i graven.

Rundt omkring i den tidligere torve-
grav er der dannet sma tuer. Denne
dag er disse sma tuer et attraktivt
sted for fuglene at sld sig ned. I
hundredvis af gragees, viber og staere
star pa tuerne ude i vandet. Vi stiger
ud af bilen. Gaessene bliver urolige
og er pa vagt. Men de bliver staende.

En rerheg flyver hen over torvegra-
ven langt ude, og straks gar masser
af gees og eender pa vingerne. De har
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respekt for den evigt jagende rov-
fugl. Teet op af sivskoven star der to
solvhejrer mellem gaessene.

Vi forlader det smukke vue til tor-
vegraven og fuglene. Langt ude pa
en eng kan vi se en rudel krondyr.
Da vi stiger ud for at betragte de
smukke dyr, herer vi de dybe brel.
Det, vi oplever, er det arlige drama:
Pa et lille omrade star der en stor
flok hinder. Den sterste hjort forsva-
rer sine hinder mod to rivaler. De
seetter hinanden i respekt med de
dybe brel. Udmattede men rede til
at keempe til de segner.

De dybe brol runger ud over land-
skabet. Jeg far en fornemmelse af at
hore en stemme fra en fjern fortid.
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A voice from a distant past

One afternoon in September, we
head out into the bog with joyful
anticipation. It is never certain what
nature experiences the bog will offer
on a visit. Today, Lille Vildmose is

a large, protected nature reserve,
stretching over much of the eastern
part of Himmerland.

The first thing we see is a pair of
cranes. They stand a few hundred
meters from the road. The elegant
birds find many titbits down in the
wet soil.

A couple of country roads cross
through the bog, and gravel roads
lead into the large, protected area in
the northern part. In many places,
cars are parked, and the driver ob-
serves something out there through
binoculars. Now the evening sun
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is setting. The landscape takes on a
golden hue and long shadows form.

We find a former peat bog, now
filled with water. A reed forest encir-
cles the old peat bog. In a few years,
the reeds will spread further and
further out into the bog.

Small hummocks have formed all
around the former peat bog. Today,
these small hummocks are an attrac-
tive resting place for birds. Hun-
dreds of grey lag-geese, lapwings,
and starlings stand on the hum-
mocks out in the water. We get out
of the car. The geese become uneasy;,
staying alert. But they remain stand-
ing.

Far out a marsh harrier flies over
the bog, and immediately, masses

of geese and ducks take to the air.
They have great respect for the ev-
er-hunting bird of prey. Close to the
reed forest, two silver herons stand
among the geese.

We leave the beautiful view of the
peat bog and the birds. Far out in

a meadow, we can see a herd of

red deer. As we observe the lovely
animals, we hear their deep roars.
What we are witnessing is the an-
nual drama: In a small area stands a
large herd of hinds. The largest stag
defends his hinds against two rivals.
They assert their dominance with
deep roars, exhausted but ready to
fight until they drop.

The deep roars echo across the
landscape. I get a sense of hearing a
voice from a distant past.
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