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Dansk essay

En stemme fra Middelalderen

Nér vi interesserer os for lokalhi-
storie, sd kan interessante detaljer
skjule sig lige foran vores ojne. Vi
herer kirkeklokkerne hver dag. Men
hvad er deres historie?

I de sogne, jeg interesserer mig for,
fylder landsbyernes wldste bygning-
er, Middelalderkirkerne, selvfolgelig
en del i den lokalhistoriske forteael-
ling.

De markante bygninger har veret
hjemsted for vores forfeedres lykke-
ligste og ogsa mest sorgfulde ople-
velser. Dab, konfirmation, bryllup
og begravelse. Sleegtninge, venner og
ja ogsd personen selv.

Der findes mange informationer om
kirkernes historie, og professionel-
le historikere har ngje undersogt
kirkerne og deres inventar. Kirke-
bygningerne er fredede. Modernise-
ring og andre forandringer kraever
godkendelse fra museumsmyndig-
hederne.

Jeg har i leengere tid interesseret mig
for maske det aldste inventar i vores

lokale kirker, selve kirkeklokken.

Ja, vi herer jo kirkens klokke hver
eneste dag, og det er en naturlig del
af det lydlandskab, vi bevaeger os
rundt i. Men hvad der fortelles om
disse gamle klokker, hvor gamle er
de, hvem har stebt dem, og hvordan
ser de egentligt ud? De ferreste af
os kan ikke fortaelle meget om det
deroppe i kirkens tarn.

Forleden fik jeg sa pludselig mulig-
heden for at fa fotograferet kirke-
klokken og kirketarnet oppe i Norre
Kongerslev Kirke. En gang om éret
bliver der gjort grundigt rent pa
loftet. Det blev min lejlighed til at

fa fotograferet ikke blot kirkeklok-
ken, men ogsa loftet pa denne gamle
middelalder kirke.

Jeg skal veere eerlig. Min skreek for
hojder betod, at jeg blev neden for
stigen op til loftet. Mit kamera blev
hejset op til min medhjalper, der sa
tog nogle glimrende billeder af loftet
og klokkerne. For det viste sig, at
der var to kirkeklokker. Den xldste,
vi kan se ude fra oppe i tarnet, og sa
en mindre ganske ny lille klokke til
automatisk klokkeringning.
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Den store bog fortaller en del om
kirkens gamle klokke. Stebning af
klokken er dateret tilbage til den
forste halvdel af det 13. d&rhundre-
de. Klokkestoberen har forsynet
klokken med randlister, der i form-
ningsprocessen er udfert af snoede
voks-trade. Klokkestoberens navn er
gaet tabt i vores lokale fortelling.

12012 blev der indfert automatisk

klokkeringning i Nerre Kongerslev
Sogn. Til dette formal blev der an-

skaffet en ny, mindre klokke fra en
producent i Holland.
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Tak til Per Knudsen for fotografe-
ring pa kirkens loft.
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A voice from the Middle Ages

W hen we take an interest in local
history, fascinating details can
sometimes be hidden right in front
of our eyes. We hear the church bells
every day. But what is their history?

In the parishes I am interested in,
the village’s oldest buildings, the
Medieval churches, of course, play a
significant role in the local historical
narrative.

These prominent buildings have
been the setting for our ancestors’
happiest and most sorrowful ex-
periences: baptism, confirmation,
weddings, and funerals. Relatives,
friends, and yes, even the person
themselves.

There is a wealth of information
about the history of these churches,
and professional historians have me-
ticulously studied the churches and
their interiors. The church buildings
are protected. Modernization and
other changes require approval from
the museum authorities.

For some time, I have been interest-
ed in what may be the oldest piece
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of furniture in our local churches:
the church bell itself. Yes, we hear
the church bell daily, and it is a nat-
ural part of the soundscape we move
around in. But what is known about
these old bells? How old are they,
who cast them, and what do they
look like? Most of us can’t say much
about what’s up there in the church
tower.

The other day, I suddenly had the
opportunity to photograph the
church bell and the church tower in
Norre Kongerslev Church. Once a
year, the attic is thoroughly cleaned.
This was my chance to photograph
not only the church bell but also the
attic of this old medieval church.

I must be honest. My fear of heights
meant [ stayed at the bottom of the
ladder leading up to the attic. My
camera was hoisted up to my helper,
who took excellent photos of the
attic and the bells. There were two
church bells up there: the oldest,
which we can see from outside in
the tower, and then a smaller, quite
new bell for automatic ringing.

The large book tells us quite a bit
about the church’s old bell. The
casting of the bell is dated to the
first half of the 13th century. The
bell caster adorned the bell with rim
borders, which, during the mould-
ing process, were made with twisted
wax threads. The name of the bell
caster has been lost in our local
history.

In 2012, automatic ringing was
introduced in Nerre Kongerslev Par-
ish. For this purpose, a new, smaller
bell was acquired from a manufac-
turer in the Netherlands.
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Thanks to Per Knudsen for photo-
graphing in the church attic.
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