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Nz‘ir maj ghder over 1 juni, vagner
den danske hgymose for alvor. Tor-
vemosens vidtstrakte flade, tilsynela-
dende gde og stille, gemmer pa en
overraskende rigdom af dyr, der alle
har fundet deres niche 1 dette saereg-
ne, vandmattede landskab.

De tidlige morgener tilhgrer fuglene.

Det vrimler med smafugle. En af de
mere sjeldne arter er den smukke
blahals. I den store rgrskov sidder
forskellige sangere. Pa de vidtstrak-
te engarealer gemmer laerkerne og
piberne deres reder. Men vi ser ofte
fuglene sidde pa deres udkigstarne 1
form af hegnspale et sted 1 naerhe-
den af reden.

Ude pa de store enge far vi ogsa gje
pa tranerne. De holder sig pa god
afstand af mosens veje. Kigger man
godt efter, kan man maske ogsa fa
gje pa et par hare grer derude 1 det
lange graes.

Dansk essay

Hgjmosens dyreliv

Vejene og vejgrofterne er ogsa hjem-
sted for mange fugle. Grakragen sid-
der 1 et dgdt birketrae og overviger
utratteligt, om der skulle ligge nogle
trafikdraebte dyr. Nede 1 groften har
knopsvanen fundet sig til rette med
sin lille familie. Ude pa de sma og
store sger er der 1 tusindvis af gaes og
xnder.

Den gule vipsgiert finder ogsa masser
af fode nede 1 vejens grus 1 form af
alskens msekter, der er karamboleret
med et kgretg).

I Lille Vildmose er der nu en stgrre
bestand af elge. Den tatte vegetati-
on er her udbredt og hgjt nok til at
skjule de store dyr, sa man skal kigge
godt efter for at fa gje pa dyrene, hvis
de da ikke tager en spadseretur pa
de lange lige veje 1 mosen. Elgene er
ikke de eneste hjortedyr 1 hgymosen.
Ude 1 horisonten kan vi fa gje pa en
stor rudel af krondyr.
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Raeven er her selviglgelig ogsa. Den
har travlt med at fouragere dagen
lang, for hjemme 1 raevegraven venter
en flok sultne reveunger. Heldigvis
er her masser af mus og mosegrise.

De store rovfugle har ogsa fundet

vej til hgymosen. Vi ser dem overalt;
kongegrnen hgjt pa himlen eller 1
toppen af de fa hgje treeer. Rorhggen
svaever tet nede over rgrskoven for
at finde sit bytte.

I dag er Lille Vildmose en af Dan-
marks stgrste naturfredninger. Over-
alt er mosen ved at finde tilbage til

at veere et afbalanceret habitat, hvor
fodekaderne fra de mindste krae,
mosser og planter igen giver levemu-
lighederne tilbage til de storre fugle
og dyr 1 Danmarks oprindelige natur.
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The Wildlife of The Raised Bog

As May gives way to June, the
Danish raised bog truly comes to
life. The vast expanse of peatland,
seemingly barren and silent, con-
ceals a surprisingly rich variety of
animals, all of which have found
their niche in this distinctive, water-
logged landscape.

The early mornings belong to the
birds. Small birds are everywhere.
One of the rarer species is the beau-
tiful bluethroat. Various warblers
can be found in the extensive reed
beds. Across the wide meadows,
larks and pipits hide their nests. Yet
we often see these birds perched on
lookout posts in the form of fence
posts somewhere near their nests.

Out on the large meadows, we also
spot cranes. They keep a good dis-
tance from the roads of the bog. If
you look closely, you might also spot
a pair of hare ears out there in the
long grass.

The roads and roadside ditches are
also home to many birds. The hood-
ed crow sits in a dead birch tree,
tirelessly keeping watch for any an-
imals that may have been killed by
traffic. Down in the ditch, the mute
swan has settled in comfortably with
its little family. Out on the small and
large lakes, there are thousands of
geese and ducks.

The yellow wagtail also finds plenty
of food in the gravel of the roads,
feeding on all kinds of insects that
have collided with passing vehicles.

In the raised bog, Lille Vildmose,
there is now a sizeable popula-

tion of moose. Dense vegetation is
widespread here and tall enough to
conceal these large animals, so one
must look carefully to spot them—
unless they decide to take a stroll
along the bog’s long, straight roads.
Moose are not the only members of
the deer family in the raised bog. On
the horizon, we may catch sight of a

large herd of red deer.

The fox is, of course, present as well.
It spends the day busily foraging, for
back at the den a group of hungry
fox cubs awaits. Fortunately, there
are plenty of mice and water voles.

Large birds of prey have also found
their way to the raised bog. We see
them everywhere: the golden eagle
high in the sky or perched in the
tops of the few tall trees. The marsh
harrier glides low over the reed beds
in search of prey.

Today, Lille Vildmose is one of
DenmarK’s largest protected nature
reserves. Throughout the bog, the
ecosystem is gradually returning

to a balanced state, where the food
chains—from the smallest creatures,
mosses, and plants—once again
provide the conditions necessary for
larger birds and animals to thrive

in Denmark’s original natural land-
scape.
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