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Skaebnetime?

Gr@nlands befolkning er vant til ekstremt
vejr. Heftige storme fra lavtryk, der er skabt
langt mod syd ude over Atlanterhavet. Vold-
somme vinde og vejrforandringer i lobet af
kort tid fordrsaget af fon vind, der dannes

i luftlag over Indlandsisen. Snestorme, der
lukker al trafik mellem Grenlands lufthav-
ne og i dagevis isolerer landet fra resten af
verdenen.

Nu er det en helt anden turbulens, der har
ramt landet. I et &rhundrede er vi blevet for-
talt, at truslen kom fra ost. Fra en kold krig,
som ikke synes at burde involvere et fredeli-
gt, lille folk langt mod nord i Arktis.

Truslen kommer uventet fra en supermagt,
der i disse ar er i gang med en forvandling
til ikke blot at veere til stede i Gronland efter
feelles overenskomst, men som nu truer med
anvendelse af militeere invasioner og som
giver lokkende tilbud om keb og anneksion
af verdens storste 0.

Disse trusler strommer ud af munden pa
lederen af verdens storste militeermagt. En
leder, som et flertal af amerikanere har sat
deres lid til, og som ensker, at han forer deres
interesser ud i livet.

En anneksion kraever enten en frivillig, fuld-
steendig underkastelse eller ved brug af vold.
Den frivillige underkastelse kommer ikke til
at ske. Det har modige grenlandske politike-
re med bred opbakning i befolkning fastslaet.
Men en anneksion kan ogsa fejt sikres af en
supermagt, der ensker at opna den fuldsten-
dige underkastelse af et folk, der mangler
militeer og okonomisk modstandsevne til at
imedega en sddan kreenkelse af deres liv og
levned.

En supermagt kan fortraenge eller manipu-
lere i medier. Veeldige kreefter kan give om-
verdenen et falsk billede af, hvilke fortraede-
ligheder, der i skyggen af trussel om vabnet
magt, forekommer.

Alle involverede i denne Gronlands skaeb-
netime kan momentalt bruge magt og svigte
deres egne idealer. Men historien vil huske
de, der udevede magt, og de, der svigtede
deres idealer.

Ugens foto er fra rejser i Vest- og Sydgren-
land i januar 2016.
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Moment of destiny?

Greenland’s population is accustomed

to extreme weather. Fierce storms from
low-pressure systems generated far to the
south over the Atlantic Ocean, and violent
winds and rapid weather changes caused by
fohn winds formed in air layers over the Ice
Sheet. Blizzards shut down all traffic between
Greenland’s airports and isolated the country
from the rest of the world for days.

Now, a completely different turbulence has
struck the country. For a century, we have
been told that the threat came from the east,
from a Cold War that did not seem to involve
a peaceful, small people far to the north in
the Arctic.

The threat comes unexpectedly from a su-
perpower that, in recent years, has been
transforming not merely to be present in
Greenland by mutual agreement, but now
threatens the use of military invasions and
offers tempting deals to purchase and annex
the world’s largest island.

These threats flow from the mouth of the
leader of the world’s largest military power -
a leader whom a majority of Americans have

placed their trust in, and who wishes to carry
out their interests.

An annexation requires either voluntary;,
complete submission or the use of violence.
Voluntary submission will not happen. Brave
Greenlandic politicians, with broad public
support, have made that clear. But an an-
nexation can also be cowardly secured by

a superpower seeking the complete subju-
gation of a people, lacking the military and
economic resilience to counter such a viola-
tion of their lives and livelihoods.

A superpower can displace or manipulate
the media. Enormous forces can present the
world with a false image of injustices occur-
ring under the shadow of the threat of armed
power.

All involved in this pivotal moment for
Greenland can momentarily wield pow-
er and betray their ideals. But history will
remember those who exercised power and
those who abandoned their ideals.

The photos of the week is from travels in
West and South Greenland in January 2016.
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